STAT Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100240098-0
> : .
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES
2)4 JULY lQ {)
4 if’ﬁ ) § ‘ ;g . . . . B o . _-. B . ' ‘ flCt{ﬂS '
£ Mmims NAIC & é . %% Discussing the S
2“‘46“?“3}] ' Wi"‘”\':}? S 5%@&55 el 9 . gram, which focusc o erey
g ) \ T e Cot h’om mainiand. Chita, Colby noted
N IR I U fo et 2l
. : ~t L} g 2§ -8 o hal a bag of oulgeing > U.S. mail alss
&353363 ueé ﬁﬂ&ﬁ - bes @ . x Rad heen CreNea. \/"=<m asxed hm
D BY ROBERT L.JACKSO\ B suspect it was just thai it was |

Trmessxa"wmer ..f -

l

’\\ A.S'{’\G"O\—The }‘Cnﬂ of-the
C ntral Inteliigence Agency has told.
Congressmen that- many letiers
open°d by the CIA actualiy had beer |
ocpzned surreptiously already—by
Co"mumw 2gentsin Lhe rown coup-:
Lries. e

In secret t-= qmo“y prowdmc' new |-
d¢elells on the CIA's ._/0-\ear mail-
opening project, Director William E.
Coiby also said that the agency's mail |
surveiliance was not limited to the’
Soviet Urnion ard- China, the=two:|.
countries he had - preucu:]v men- | ]
'ucned .
: “He szid mail fm'n orth '\’xetnam“
ar.d Cuba and other Latin Amencan .
codniries also was opened. Lo
© Hiz dixclesures were contain ed in ar|
€5-page transoript of cicsed-door tes-
tmony given last week to' a House
postai c.rfa_h subcommittee headed -
oy Rep. Charles H. Wilson (D-Calif.), .
Tr.:r'~c~p.s were distriouted to stb-
cornmitiee members Wi ednesaay and
2 ¢opy was odtained by The Times

Colby said agants app.xeq g,nem_:ca‘.s'
to-many foreign letters to-determine
I the witers had sent secret, hard-"
‘io-detect messages. In tne process, .
the CIA discovered that other chemi-.
‘cals .had been used—signs that the -
Jetiers had been studied bezo. e.: .

"Many of the letters opened by CI&
had been opened before, presumabb’
in the Co*m’numst count.nes -of on-
gin," he testified. -

: Colby: added kuq::u to fl*e h>t cf
cities where the CIA once had inter-
cepted mail. He also provided iigures

for the first time on mail.between the  which he tetmed "improper,” expand-

Lmed States .and mainiand Chinz

nat was evamined in San FTEHC'SCO T T T

I’ﬂ? agency pholographed 13,660 er-
velopes durinz 1970 and 1971 and i
opened 2 <Taﬂer numbe" of Jetiers
tnere. he said. -
The mail "'lercep' p*ooram which |
the CIA abandoned in 1973. principale;
I¥ took place in a restricied buildig/” |

Au-port

Colby f.wf.hﬁd that a.vete an ,:Ob«,cl
worker who carrind mail sacks inloa

room where CIA agents worked was

paid a $500 Christmas bonus by the

CIA for six successive years.
"This was an improper act by the

“agency,” Colby testified. He added, -

“however, that the postal employe—
identified as Peter McAuley, now re-
tlrcd~"1'fas never told that CIA ac-

- tually opened the mail

"Because of his diligent service and

“’support to the project, the agency
since 1967 gave him a $500 Christmas .

bonus totaling $3,000," Colby sald.

"~ The Rockefeller commission, in ils -

‘report on CIA activities last month,
listed four citics where the CIA had

-1 _once intercepted mail for inteliigence

purposes  without lcgal authority. -
They wers New Yo*k, San Francisco,
New Orleans and Fonolulu,

But Coloy told Wilson's subcorn-

mail between the United Siates and
Cuba that was delayed in Miami from-

April 24 to 28, 1961. That was shortly .

“afler the CI&-sponsored Bay of Pigs
invasion had ended in disaster.

."The ma!l was made available by .

the Miami . postal mspcctor who
transported the mall sacks from the
airport to the downtown Miami post
orfxce annex,”" Colby said. :

“He said 140 jtems were photo-'
graphed, including envelopes and let--

ters opened by a CIA officer.
-vast mail surveillance program,

cd beyond tho su;;arvxsmn of CIA of—
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mittce that the CIA also examined }

- there and they decided to look at it,”
Colby replied. "There is a bureaucrat- |
fc momentum that grows on these
.- things, and I think that is. where
i some of our trouble comes from.":

As part of the New York-based
. operation, Colby said, the CIA "exa-
mined some¢ mail botween North
. Vietnam and the U.S. and other mail
“which flowed thtough thc Sowm

Union Lo the U.S"

. Aside from Cuba, he said, thﬂ agm-‘
¢y had opened mail "dealing with La-
tin America and various countrics
- there." But he did not elaborate on
_Ihis aspeet, saying that mail surveil-
lance had mainly involved the Sovict !
Union and China. -

- Colby said there was no record that
anJ 'P,cs:c:n' knew about the mail

open"‘.gs, aithsugh three postmasteis
| gereral werd tricted on it over a 20-
- year period. ‘

Pledging that ilicgal mall -openings
iv would never occur again, Coloy told
- the congressmen: "We are- resolved !
..that we a*e going to run an Ameri- |
! can intelligence service, which means
one pursunnf to American laws, "

At the fame time he sought o ex- |
plain why such a program had devel- .
‘oped In 1934, - 5

"I think again you have to loo\ at:
the difference in the tlmcs qunte ]
frankly,” he said. ,

"The times of challenge, “the times |

Colby said that in some respects the - of 'Go_out/and do the job and mect !

the threat' and so forth were very in- z
tense at that time. And with that -
kind of pressure thers were things
" (that) happened thal now quite ap-
parently were improper.
* Parts of the transcript had been de- ! .
leted by the CIA to proicctisensitive l
material. But Rep. Wiiliam M. Brod-
head (D-Mich.} said ai one point: . - ,
"Certainly I must contess, Mr. Col,
By, I haven't heard anything today‘
(that) would be harmfu! to anyone if !
the world knew of it.” . i
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